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theatre and community building which became the center of social activi- 
ties until the construction of the Heber Amusement Hall. The Turner 
Opera House, as it was known, built between 2nd and 3rd North Main, 
was constructed of brick and stone and featured a white maple dance 
floor. Brick for the building came from the Van Wagoner’s lime and 
brick yard in Midway and sandstone was hauled from the John W. Crook 
quarry. Coal-oil lamps were hung from the ceiling, but were difficult 
to keep clean and filled, so they were later converted to carbide and then 
finally to electricity about 1909. Two large pot-belly coal stoves provided 
warmth in the winter. The large stage at the rear of the dance hall rose 
about three feet above the floor and featured a huge scenic drop curtain. 
The curtain scene depicted a family pulling a cart with a small donkey 
down a country lane. Mr. Turner provided many attractive pieces of 
scenery for groups who used the stage. Many of the panels were painted 
by Joseph Kirby, an artist from Wallsburg. 

When the hall was to be used for dramatic productions, sawdust 
would be spread on the floor to protect the finish and some of the first 
folding chairs used in the valley were then set up. The first few rows 
were always sold as reserved seats at premium prices. 

Traveling companies were booked at the Opera House, and when 
their performances were scheduled the people would dress in their best 
and make it a very special occasion. It was a common practice to carry a 
box of chocolates to-enjoy with friends during the performance. Local 
performers would usually perform specialty acts during the performance 
while scenery was being changed. 

John S. Lindsey and his family were a favorite traveling troupe with 
Heber audiences and always drew a large crowd. “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” 
“Ten Nights in a Bar Room,” “East Lynn” and other popular plays of 
the day were brought to Heber by this group. Later, Luke Cosgrove 
married a Lindsey girl and also brought good plays to Heber. Mr. Cos- 
grove, also a favorite in the valley, later achieved movie fame in Holly- 
wood. 

Della Pringle, another traveling performer, brought her own scenery 
and band for performances in the Opera House. Before the show 
started the band would play on Main Street to attract a good crowd. 
Prof. A. C. Lund from Brigham Young University would also come to 
the Opera House to present plays and musicals. 

While it was a popular theatre, the Opera House was perhaps 
most widely known as a dance hall. At 2nd North and Main the Turner 
Mercantile Store, an early business place, had been built years before and 
clubs such as the A.O.LLW. used meeting rooms on the upstairs floor. 
large building just west of the store was built about the same time with a 
dance hall on the main floor and a planing mill for lumber in the base- 
ment. Later this building was used by the Mutual Creamery and still 
later was remodeled for a laundry business. This building is still stand- 


ing. 


